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To justify spending resources on an invasive plant control project:
The invasive species must cause serious environmental or economic harm or harm to human 
health.
The project should be feasible.
The project should give a good return on the investment of resources.

The IPMDAT contains three potential control strategies: eradication, containment, and 
suppression:
Eradication – goal is to eliminate all individuals and the seed bank from an area with the low 
likelihood of needing to address the species again for the next 10 years.
Containment – a project which aims to prevent infestations of invasive species from spreading 
to uninfested areas.
Suppression – goal of project is to reduce an invasive plant population in size, abundance, 
and/or reproductive output below the threshold needed to maintain a species or ecological 
process.

The completion of the IPMDAT results in one of four possible outcomes.
Proceed with control (project has value and a high probability of success).
Stop – secure sustainable funding before proceeding.
Stop – control not feasible and/or not warranted.
Peer-review required – feasibility and/or return on investment are uncertain.
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Japanese Barberry























April 2016, beginning of 6th growing season 
following initial cutting in fall 2009








