Beauty and the Beast:
Purple Loosestrife Biological Control Update
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Galerucella Beetle
Life Cycle
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Connecticut Towns Where
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
iological Control Beetles Have Been Released

Updated July 2011
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Purple Loosestrife Biological Control
UConn is proud to participate in a statewide management program for a non-
native invasive plant, purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). Biological control,
the use of natural enemies to reduce an invasive plant's population, is a
sustainable, low-input method to control purple loosestrife in wetlands, such
as Mirror Lake on the UConn Storrs campus.
Galerucella leaf-feeding beetles are approved for biological control of purple
loosestrife. These beneficial insects have been introduced into Connecticut
wetlands since 1996. The beetles feed primarily on purple loosestrife leaves,
stems, and flowers but do not prefer other kinds of plants. Feeding injury by
the beetles helps to reduce purple loosestrife populations that invade wetland
habitats in Connecticut and throughout the US and allow native plants to thrive,
Since the statewide purple loosestrife biological control program began,
approximately 2 million Galerucella beetles have been introduced into more
than 100 wetlands in Connecticut where purple loosestrife control is needed.
The Beetle Farmer Program was initiated in Connecticut to enhance

educational outreach for biological control and to increase the distribution of
the Galerucella beetles in e information, please contact

the state. For mor
Donna Ellis, UCenn Department of Plant Science & Landscape Architecture
(phone B60-486-6448; email donna.ellis@uconn.edu) or visit the UConn Purple
Loosestrife Program website at www.purpleloosestrife.uconn.edu,
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UConn Purple Loosestrife Program
www.purpleloosestrife.uconn.edu

University of Connecticut Cooperative Extension System
Connecticut College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
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Connecticut Purple Loosestrife Program
1996-2016

725 Beetle Farmers trained
110 new wetland sites
2,000,000 biological control agents released
Participants include:
® Municipal staff, land trusts, landowners
® Teachers and students
® Scouts and Scout leaders
® Master Gardeners



UConn Holster Scholar Project
Alyssa Matz

Investigating the Chemical Signals
of Galerucella Spp.
for Effective Biological Control
of Lythrum salicaria
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